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Reason to Celebrate 
Dear Academy Parents,       November 15, 2022 

 

In under two weeks, the clock will strike six o’clock on the evening of Saturday, November 26. For most 

people, this is nothing extraordinary: it is the heart of the weekend, time to enjoy dinner, see what is going on 

in the college football world, have recourse to social media to see what my friends are doing with themselves, 

and on and on. 
 

For the Catholic, this moment is a big deal. The venerable and timeless Gregorian Chant from Vespers, 

the evening prayer of the Church, will echo throughout the world: ‘In that day, the mountains shall drop down sweet 

wine, and the hills shall flow with milk and honey. Alleluia.’ Vespers has begun, Advent, a new Liturgical season has 

commenced, and a New Liturgical Year has started! 
 

Is this not the pinnacle of human existence – the participation of a creature in the prayer of adoration of 

Jesus Christ for His Father! As the great educator of her members, the Church, guided by the Holy Ghost, lays 

out in wonderful harmony her texts, gestures, candles, flowers, chant, vestments and ceremonies. In that sacred 

setting, every soul is invited to be immersed into the mysteries of Our Lord and receive an abundance of grace.  
 

       There are a number of practical ways in which you and your children can live in the spirit of each season 

also within the confines of the Catholic home. A few recommended sources with great ideas are: any books by 

Mary Reed Newland (e.g. The Saints and our Children), “A Book of Feasts and Seasons” by Joanna Bogle, 

“The Catholic All Year Compendium” by Kendra Tierney, as well as showerofrosesblog.com. So as not to 

overwhelm yourself, adding one tradition each year is a piece of advice you might consider. Happy New Year!  

 
 In Our Lady of the Angels, 
 

         
      Father Daniel Dailey 


